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MINUTES
of the meeting of 20 September 2017, 09.30-12.30 and 14.30-18.00

Dnipro

The meeting opened at 09.30 on Wednesday, 20 September 2017, with the Co-Chairs of the
EU-Ukraine Parliamentary Association Committee Mr. Dariusz ROSATI and Mr. Mykola
KNIAZHYTSKYI presiding.

September 20, 2017 - 9.30-12.30, 14:30-18:00

1.Adoption of the draft agenda

The agenda was adopted as circulated.

2.Adoption of the draft minutes of the 5th meeting of the EU-Ukraine Parliamentary
Association Committee in Strasbourg on March 15-16, 2017

The minutes were adopted without changes.

3.Opening statements and exchange of views on the implementation of the
Association Agreement and further relations between the EU and Ukraine

Mr. Mykola KNIAZHYTSKYI, Member of the Parliament of Ukraine, started
with a welcoming speech and shared his experience of an emotional and informative visit of
the PAC delegation that took place on the 19th of September to Avdiivka, Pokrovsk and anti-
terrorist operation zone. The aim of the visit was to witness together with European
Parliament’s colleagues the scale of destruction of the local infrastructure and residential
districts as a result of Russian aggression. Mr. M. KNIAZHYTSKYI pointed out that it was
significant that the Association Agreement had fully entered into force. He noted that the
volume of trade between the EU and Ukraine had increased by 8,1% in generally
unsatisfactory world trading tendencies and underlined that the situation will have more
positive dynamics when the draft law on giving Autonomous Trade Measures (ATMs) to
Ukraine enters into force, which is  expected on 01.10.2017. Mr. M. KNIAZHYTSKYI
mentioned that due to Ukraine’s geographical location, our political system and many other
factors, the EU is the closest  trade and political partner of Ukraine .
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Mr. Dariusz ROSATI, Member of the European Parliament, expressed gratitude
for the hospitality and stressed that despite this was the first offsite PAC meeting, taking place
in the city of Dnipro, and that thisis an important gesture of the EU political solidarity with
Ukraine, an opportunity to meet local authorities, non-governmental organisations and
representatives of civil society that helped parliamentarians to understand the needs of the
citizens, that later led to discussion of solutions to the problems and the EU’s role in this
process. Mr. D. ROSATI emphasised that European partners support the independence,
sovereignty and territorial integrity of Ukraine and condemned the Russian aggression. Mr.
D. ROSATI also drew attention to the readiness of the EU to help Ukraine in standing against
the aggression, implementing reforms and improving economic and social conditions.

Concerning the latest important improvements in bilateral relationships between
Ukraine and the EU, Mr. Dariusz ROSATI mentioned the visa-free regime that has been
operating successfully and the ATMs entering into force, which is expected to simplify the
process of Ukraine’s export. He stressed that the main task of the meeting was the assessment
of the Association Agreement and bilateral commitments related to reforms in various
industries, as well as settin new goals and objectives that would be a timely and logical
continuation of cooperation.

Mr. Oleh KUZHMAN, Acting head of the Dnipro regional state administration,
personally and on behalf of the head of the Dnipro regional state administration Mr.
Valentyn RIZNICHENKO, thanked the EU for the firm and consistent support of the
territorial integrity and sovereignty of Ukraine and stressed that the Minsk agreement is the
only option of the diplomatic resolution of the conflict. Mr. Oleh KUZHMAN highlighted
that the Dnipro region was one of the first to face  the problem of internally displaced persons
since 2014, from the very beginning of the Russian aggression, as a lot of people had been
fleeing from Crimea, Donetsk and Lugansk regions and they had moved to Dnipro only due to
the combined efforts of the local authorities, civil activists and foreign partners. Despite the
fact that the region is only 200 km away from the area of combat operations, the Dnipro
region is a peaceful region, which holds leading positions in the decentralisation process (53
amalgamated territorial communities), online administrative services (more than 250 services)
and holds second place after Kyiv by the volume of  investments.

Mr. Hugues MINGARELLI, Head of the EU Delegation to Ukraine, expressed
satisfaction with the cooperation on modernisation of Ukraine and pointed out that despite the
fact that the Association Agreement had entered into force since only a few weeks,
provisional application of both the Association Agreement and Deep and Comprehensive Free
Trade Area had been lasting for 18 months already. He referred to the delays in the
implementation process and stressed that the purpose of the meeting was to look into ways to
remedy the situation  and work more effectively on the way to carry out obligations. He
insisted that Ukrainian people need reforms that are aimed at providing the rule of law and
fighting corruption, and thaton these issues the EU will always be a reliable ally. The
ambassador mentioned that interparliamentary dialog is a highly important tool, because the
EU parliamentarians often have relevant work experience in such issues and are always ready
to share it with their Ukrainian counterparts.

Mr. Glib BRYGUNOV, Head of the Dnipro Regional Council, welcomed the
decision of holding the PAC meeting in Dnipro and expressed his opinion about undisputed
advantages of the decentralization reform that had been initiated by President Petro
Poroshenko.

On behalf of the Government оf Ukraine, Mr. Georgii TUKA, Deputy Minister of
the temporarily occupied territories and internally displaced persons in Ukraine,
concentrated on the consequences of the conflict for civilians in Donetsk and Lugansk regions
where one of the main problems is the lack of drinking water and water for general use. In
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addition, Mr. G. TUKA raised the question of the growing influence of Russia in some
countries of the EU and suggested to hold a parliamentary hearing on this issue.

Ms. Mariia IONOVA, Acting head of the Committee on European Integration,
pointed out that despite the existing challenges, Ukraine is firm on its way to implementing
reforms, and the Association Agreement is its road map. Ms. М. IONOVA emphasised that
the President, the Parliament and the Government combined their efforts in the process of
decentralisation, education (including the inclusive education), health care reform and fight
against corruption. She furthermore touched upon the issues of reform of forestry, and the
situation with scrap metal. The emphasis was also put on the importance of the long-term EU
strategy on the complex financial, political and security support of Ukraine and called for a
visit of  by Ms. Federica MOGHERINIto Ukraine. Besides, Ms. M. IONOVA paid
attention to Ukraine’s interest in friendly and foreseeable relations between the USA and the
EU and furthermore proposed to hold the hearing in the EP on the technogenic situation in
Donetsk and Lugansk regions. She noted that the absence of the pro-presidential majority that
led to inner resistance to reforms was among the reasons of problems, taking place in the
Committees of tax, customs and transport.

Ms. Zoriana MISHCHIUK, co-chair of the EU-Ukraine Civil Society Platform,
expressed appreciation to all representatives of the Parliament of Ukraine for a valuable
contribution to the process of reforming but, at the same time pointed out the necessity to
work harder on the compliance with the obligations under the AA. Ms. Z. MISHCHIUK
stressed that the potential of cooperation between Parliament and civil society organisations
was fulfilled partially.

4. Security situation in the global context, including implementation of Minsk
agreements, humanitarian situation and the situation in illegally annexed Crimea

Ms. Iryna LUTSENKO, Member of the Parliament of Ukraine, stated that
Russia’s actions during the past several months had proved its desire to escalate the conflict.
The recognition of pseudo documents issued on the territories of the occupied parts of
Donetsk and Luhansk regions, the introduction of the Russian ruble, the illegal expropriation
of Ukrainian enterprises – all this is aimed at probing the reaction of the West and the whole
free world. Besides, the fact that Russia intentionally refuses to comply even with the first
point of the Minsk Agreements, – the ceasefire, is obvious, and the terroristic troops make the
activities of the OSCE Special Monitoring Mission impossible.

Russia’s implementation of the Road Map, adopted on the Berlin Summit in 2016, that
provides for the introduction of a sustainable and comprehensive regime of the cease fire, the
cancellation of weapon supplies from Russia, the withdrawal of regular troops and hirelings,
and territories’ mine clearing is extremely important for solving the problems.

In this context, amendments to  the legislative acts on the sources of financing and
supply of the defense and security sector are very important, and Ukraine is grateful to our
partners – the USA, Canada, the Great Britain for providing it with five trust funds and for
plans to provide us with three more.

Mr.Daruisz ROSATI, Co-Chair of the PAC, expressed his concerns at the
humanitarian situation, including the issues of water provision and added that the EU is the
major donor in the humanitarian aid, but that many people ignore it. Mr. D. ROSATI stated
that the reason for all these problems is Russia’s aggression and noted that the European
partners will support  the prolongation and expansion of the sanctions. In addition, Mr.
D.ROSATI expressed his view that the peacekeeping mission of the UN could be initiated,
but not under Russia’s conditions. Besides, Mr. D. ROSATI stressed on danger that the
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European partners see in common Russian-Belorussian military training exercises “Zapad-
2017”.

Mr. Hugues MINGARELLI, Head of EU Delegation to Ukraine, stressed that
despite the fact that Minsk format demonstrated some ineffectiveness, it is still the only way
for a peaceful resolution of the conflict,  hence the need to adopt a relevant Road Map as soon
as possible and to keep the ceasefire regime. Mr.H. Mingarelli higlighted that the EU is very
much aware of  the deterioration of the humanitarian situation and that actions in this respect
are being taken together with specialised agencies of the UN. Likewise, Mr.H. Mingarelli
added that the aggressor has to pay a high price, and that for this reason sanctions will be
prolonged.

Mr. Michael GAHLER, Member of the EP, welcomed the drafting of the law on
Donbas reintegration and commented on Ukraine’s desire to be a NATO member. He stated
that there was no consensus among the alliance countries on this issue, because the country in
the state of war cannot apply for membership.

Ms. Mariia IONOVA, Head of the Committee on European Integration,
welcomed the prolongation of European sanctions for the next 12 months. She also noted that
in the context of Ukraine's aspirations to become a member of NATO, Membership Action
Plan could be an important step, which is not a guarantee of membership, but can send an
important political signal to the aggressor.

Mr. Andrii NADJOS, Representative of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Ukraine, noted that 14 EU resolutions have been adopted since the end of 2013. He also
specifically referred to the EP March resolution, which calls for the launch of an  international
negotiation format with the participation of the EU on the issues of de-occupation of the
Crimea.

4.Ukraine’s reform agenda. Panel discussion on anti-corruption and judicial
reform progress

Mr. Dariusz ROSATI, Co-Chair of the PAC, opened the second session of the PAC
meeting on anti-corruption and judicial reforms  and gave the floor to Prosecutor General of
Ukraine Mr. Yurii LUTSENKO.

Mr. Y. LUTSENKO reported that the amount of staff members of the General
Prosecutor's Office had decreased by 25%, and that salaries almost doubled during the year
and a half after his appointment as the Prosecutor General. He added that a special unit of
Inspectorate-General, was created with the task to fight internal corruption within the General
Prosecutor's Office. Mr. Y. LUTSENKO noted that vacancies in the General Prosecutor's
Office were currently available to people who had never worked at the prosecutor's office
before.

He furthermore stressed that, new bodies were created according to the European
model, such as the Council of Prosecutors and the Qualification and Disciplinary Commission
of Prosecutors that make individual decisions on appointing or firing impossible, and that
soon the prosecutor's offices will be deprived of the functions of investigation.
Mr.Y.LUTSENKO furthermore highlighted that one of the reasons behind  slow reforms is a
number of daily tasks of the prosecutor's office - the investigation of thousands of criminal
proceedings on the deaths of thousands of civilians in the Donbass, an assessment of Russian
military crimes, including the issuance of suspicions to Russian top officials accused of
crimes against humanity and others war crimes, the investigation of 600 torture cases.

Concerning the fight against corruption, Mr. Y.LUTSENKO informed that 7123
officials of various positions were arrested for corruption crimes that year, and the judicial
system remained the biggest problem.
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He stressed that he is not in favor of the idea of creating a single anti-corruption court
to investigate the National Anti-Corruption Bureau’s cases, since all courts in Ukraine should
serve this function. He is also not in favour of political appointment of judges. Mr. Y.
LUTSENKO proposed the creation of anti-corruption chambers in criminal courts in all
regions of Ukraine, consisting of the new judges whose credibility will be verified by a
special public association.

The Prosecutor General also emphasized that the General Prosecutor's Office had
returned to the national budget $ 1.5 billion, stolen during the presidential term
of V.Yanukovych.

Ms. Rebecca HARMS , Member of the European Parliament, pointed out that the
main lesson of Euromaidan for her was the fact that the people of Ukraine wanted to
overcome corruption and selective justice. Therefore, she sincerely greeted the reform of the
judicial system, noting that the transparency of the selection procedure should be
undisputed. Concerning the work of the National Anti-Corruption Bureau of Ukraine, Ms. R.
HARMS noted that success was spectacular. Eventually, she expressed concerns over the
persecution of anti-corruption media and civil society representatives, and reminded that the
culprits in the Gongadze’s case were still not punished.

Mr. Hugues MINGARELLI, Head of the EU Delegation to Ukraine, welcomed all
the achievements of the anti-corruption reform and noted that European partners are ready to
continue helping move along this path. Afterwards, the Ambassador raised issues of e-
declarations, stressing that this is an extraordinary breakthrough in the context of civil
servants reporting, but that in relation to non-governmental organizations, this was an extreme
mistake. He added that without any further verification, e-declaration could lose any meaning.
Mr. Hugues Mingarelli pointed out that out of a million of submitted e-declarations, only a
little over 100 were verified. Finally, he noted that the cases of physical attacks on anti-
corruption activists are inacceptable.

Ms. Victoriia PTASHNYK, Member of the Parliament of Ukraine, made a report
on judicial reform, starting with the contest to the new Supreme Court, which is preceded by a
check of candidates (requests were sent to various agencies, including the Ministry of Health,
the Ministry of Education, the Security Service, the National Agency on Corruption
Prevention, and the National Anti-Corruption Bureau). Candidates had to pass a two-stage
qualification assessment. The first stage is anonymous testing and accomplishing the practical
task, the second - an interview. An important point is the participation of the public integrity
council in the selection process. Ms. V. PTASHNYK emphasized that there were many
lawyers, scholars and first-instance judges from the regions among the recommended
candidates. In her view, the adoption of new procedural codes was extremely important,
because it could prevent abuse of power by the judiciary bodies. Regarding the removal of
parliamentary immunity, she stressed that the Ukrainian authorities should demonstrate the
principle of inevitability of punishment in practice.

Mr. Michael GAHLER, Member of the European Parliament, welcomed the
successful judicial reform in Ukraine and addressed the Prosecutor General with questions
regarding the procedure awaiting 30 candidates for positions in the Supreme Court, which
integrity is questioned by the public. He further expressed his point of view that, while any
non-governmental organization should act transparently and report once a year on their
activities and sources of funding, their members should not have to submit an e-declaration of
assets.

Ms. Alyona SHKRUM, Member of the Parliament of Ukraine, noted that if the
trust in the High Council of Justice is questioned, through the appointment of 30 out of 120
candidates with questionable fulfilment of the integrity requirements for the position of
supreme juges, the credibility and process of reforms do not raise questions in general,
because there were successes and they were obvious and unprecedented for Ukraine. She also
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emphasised that the goal of the reform was to restore trust in judges, and the adoption of new
procedural codes was the basis for the success of this reform.

Mr. Tibor SZANYI, Deputy Head of the EU Delegation to PAC, noted that
the most important prerequisites for the European future of Ukraine are rule of law and
victory in the fight against corruption.

Mr. Michal BONI, Member of the EP, noted that in addition to institutional reforms,
there were a number of other tools on the path to fighting corruption, such as: e-governance
and general digitalisation of the administrative sector.

Mr.Yurii LUTSENKO, Prosecutor General of Ukraine, noted that corruption in
Ukraine cannot be fought by punitive measures only. He also explained that the situation
required a three-way approach: alarming those who have reasons to fear, returning
conscience to those who make decisions and eliminating corruption sectors. Mr.Yurii
LUTSENKO added that Yanukovych's schemes, such as tax-evasion schemes, government
procurement without tenders and other sectors of total corruption had been eliminated by the
joint work of the government and parliament, in particular, by introducing electronic
automated systems. He also made a speech in favour of the audit of the NABU, which was
currently not controlled by any institution. Regarding the problems of anti-corruption NGO in
Ukraine, Mr.Yurii LUTSENKO noticed that there were actually facts of prosecution of
courageous public activists, but there were also cases when all members of the NGO were
registered like sole traders and all grants had been shared between each other. Regarding the
facts that slow down the reforms in Ukraine, he described three wars that take place now -
against Putin, corruption and oligarchs, who control the entire media space. However, despite
the slowness of the pace, the Prosecutor General said that the country was on the right track.

5.Protection of human rights, freedom of expression and information, combating
discrimination, ratification of the Istanbul Convention on the Prevention of and
Treatment of Violence against Women and Domestic Violence, the reform of the
electoral system and implementation of the recommendations of the election observation
mission.

Ms. Iryna LUTSENKO, President’s Representative in the Parliament, pointed out
that Ukraine continued implementing a series of measures that showed the commitment of
Ukraine to the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms.
The approval of the State Program 2021 for Equal Rights and Opportunities for Women and
Men was announced. In the National Action Plan on Human Rights, aimed at improving the
activities on the establishment and maintenance of fundamental human and civil rights, 113
measures were implemented and 150 are in progress. The President of Ukraine submitted the
draft law on ratification of Protocols No. 15 and No. 16 to the present Convention to the
Parliament.

Ms. I. LUTSENKO outlined the introduction of amendments to the Constitution of
Ukraine regarding the Institute of Individual Constitutional Complaint on the way to the
improvement of the National Human Rights Protection System. Currently, the Parliament has
draft laws aimed at introducing amendments to the law of Ukraine "On Prevention of
Corruption", as well as at the elimination of discrimination against citizens living in the
temporarily occupied territory of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the city of
Sevastopol. Ms. I. LUTSENKO also highlighted that after the Revolution of Dignity in
Ukraine there had been positive changes in the process of formation of free and independent
mass media, protection of freedom of speech and professional activity of journalists.

The National Human Rights Strategy and the Doctrine of Information Security of
Ukraine, approved by the President of Ukraine, freedom of speech and information
dissemination were recognized as important interests of Ukraine in the information sphere.
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Ms. I. LUTSENKO stressed that Ukraine made important steps towards ratification of the
Rome Statute. The deputies of the Parliament adopted amendments to the Constitution
concerning justice, which provide the possibility for the state to determine the jurisdiction of
the International Criminal Court under the conditions specified in the Charter, and the
Ministry of Justice has already developed a draft law on the ratification of the Rome Statute.
Ms. I. LUTSENKO reported on Parliament’s consideration of three draft laws for the entry
into force of the provisions of the Istanbul Convention on the Prevention and Combating of
Domestic Violence in Ukraine.

Mr. Mark DEMESMAEKER, Member of the European Parliament, expressed his
concern over the gross violation of human rights in the territory of the occupied Crimea,
notably in relation with the detention of the deputy chairman of the Mejlis of the Crimean
Tatar people Akhtem Chiygoz. In addition, he stressed the worsening of the situation
concerning protection of human rights on the uncontrolled territory of the Donetsk and
Lugansk regions.

In addition, Mr.M. DEMESMAEKER emphasised the importance of observance of
the rights of national minorities in connection with the recent adoption of the law “On
Education” and underlined the priority of ensuring freedom of media resources and
journalistic activity, which would influence the reputation of Ukraine on the international
arena.

Ms. Andrea BOCSKOR, Member of the European Parliament, noted that the
adoption of the law “On Education” was an important step for reforming and modernizing the
Ukrainian educational process. She also stressed that the development of the state language
should take place within the framework of social consensus and with the use of best practices
of European countries on issues of national diversity and equality. She underlined the need to
preserve the existing national education system of national minorities and to support its
functioning in accordance with the Constitution.

Ms. Alyona SHKRUM, Member of the Parliament of Ukraine, referred to the
recent reports of international governmental and non-governmental organizations on the
human rights violations in Donbass and Crimea. The deputy referred to the 9th report of the
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights on the situation in
Ukraine, as well as to the work of the non-governmental organization “Justice for Peace in
Donbass”, the reports of the “Crimean Coalition for Justice” and the Crimean Human Rights
Protection Group. Ms. A. SHKRUM expressed deep concern over gross violations of human
rights in Crimea and in the area of armed conflict in eastern Ukraine, in particular the
wounding of civilians during hostilities, sexual violence, restrictions on freedom of speech,
etc.

Mr. Mykola KNYAZHITSKY highlighted the problem of reforming Ukrainian
electoral system. He pointed out the adoption of the law “On amendments to some legislative
acts of Ukraine concerning prevention and counteraction to political corruption” in 2015,
which reduced the risks of corruption and helped the political parties to be independent from
oligarchic structures. Mr. Michael GAHLER, Member of the European Parliament,
expressed support for the reform of the electoral system of Ukraine.

Mr. Hugues MINGARELLI, Head of the EU Delegation to Ukraine, emphasised
the need for the independent Ukrainian television as an important factor of freedom of
expression in the country. However, the ambassador expressed warnings regarding the 15%
budget expenditures reduction in the area by 2018.

6. The process of decentralisation, public administration reform, health care
reform.
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Ms. Oksana YURINETS, Member of the Parliament of Ukraine, stressed that the
reform of local self-government was in the process of decentralization of power. She
highlighted the stages of implementation of reform and the opportunities that amalgamated
territorial communities receive. In particular, 678 united territorial communities are currently
established; Dnipropetrovsk, Khmelnytsky and Zhytomyr regions are identified as leaders.
Ms. O.YURINETS pointed at the need to overcoming the lack of understanding of the
process of decentralisation among the population.

Mr. Tibor SZANYI, Member of the European Parliament, drew attention to the
possible cooperation between Ukraine and the EU in the creation of smart cities and smart
villages projects, and pointed to the significant Ukrainian potential in the field of IT
technologies.

Mr. Peter WAGNER, Head of the Support Group for Ukraine in the European
Commission, welcomed the success of Ukraine in the reform process, and pointed to the
existing experience of setting up 24 regional offices for bringing changes and providing
administrative support to citizens.

Ms. Irina TERTYSHNA, Director of the reform office of the “Dnipro Center for
Local Self-Government Development”, highlighted the successes of the Dnipropetrovsk
region as a leader in the process of creating united territorial communities, and outlined the
joint actions of the Center and the Dnipropetrovsk Regional State Administration in
facilitating that process.

Ms. Alyona SHKRUM, Member of the Parliament of Ukraine, told about the
positive and negative aspects of the reform of public administration. She deplored that the law
“On Civil Service in Local Communities and the persons of the central government and the
Cabinet of Ministers” was not yet adopted. Ms. Alyona SHKRUM stressed the need for a
functional review of ministries.

Mr. Michal BONY, Member of the European Parliament, stressed the need for
decentralization, administrative reforms, reform of the wages system. The deputy considers it
crucial to focus on the work of state secretaries, as leaders of administrative reforms and the
avoidance of coincidence of functions in the decision-making process. He noted that for better
service it is important to provide efficiency, productivity and transparency.

Mr. Yuri DZHIGIR, Adviser to the acting Minister of Health, underlined the
problem of lack of funding of the medical sector. He pointed at the reform package that
introduced the notion of a guaranteed health care package that would create the basic
architecture and the possibility of obtaining greater efficiency from the funds.

7. Economic cooperation, the situation in the energy sector, development of
electronic channels of interaction in the infrastructure.

Mr. Andriy LOPUSHANSKY, Member of the Parliament of Ukraine, informed
the members of the PAC on the energy reform and the laws adopted in relation to it. He
expressed concerns about the lack of positive changes in the gas market since the adoption of
the law “On the Natural Gas Market” in 2015. The Government is currently working on the
expansion of the National Joint-Stock Company “Naftogaz of Ukraine”, which is necessary
for the functioning of the abovementioned law. The gas transportation system of Ukraine
stands for the energy security of the EU countries because of the strategic usage of Ukrainian
gas storage facilities.

Mr. Hugues MINGARELLI, Head of the EU Delegation to Ukraine, stressed the
necessity to carry out the unbundling of the National Joint-Stock Company “Naftogaz of
Ukraine” in order to preserve Ukraine's transit status for the transportation of gas to the
European Union. It is also necessary to establish a new transit system in cooperation with
European companies. Ambassador criticised the negative trends in the energy sector of
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Ukraine, in particular the lack of implementation of energy laws, which could lead to
extremely adverse consequences.

Ms. Kateryna SOLIANNIK, Deputy Director of the Department of International
Cooperation of the Ministry of Infrastructure, informed the PAC about the new transport
strategy 2030. The purpose of the strategy is the creation of the transport system of Ukraine
integrated into the world complex. The transport strategy identifies four priorities:
competitiveness and efficiency of the transport system, innovative development and
investment projects implementation, security, environmental and energy efficiency,
population mobility and interregional integration. According to Ms. Kateryna SOLIANNIK,
one could expect the creation of modernised and multimodal transport system, which would
be fully interoperable with the Inter-European Transport System, as well as the creation of the
innovative and high-tech transport network that would use electronic logistics and where
digital transport corridors would operate. Now there is a project of building digital transport
corridors between Lithuania, Belarus and Ukraine with subsequent joining of Moldova,
Georgia, Azerbaijan, Poland, Hungary and Slovakia.

Ms. K. SOLIANNIK also noted that the goal of the new Strategy would be to reduce
road deaths by 50%, reduce the negative impact of transport on the environment, in particular
the greenhouse gas emissions by 60%, the promotion of the use of environmentally-friendly
transport and the increase of the use of alternative energy to 50%. It is planned to renovate the
rolling stock of the railway, develop general aviation, inter-regional aviation, increase the
number of airports, take effective measures on  maritime administration.

Ms. Oksana YURINETS, Member of the Parliament of Ukraine, drew attention to
the results of the program «Competitiveness of Small and Medium Enterprises (COSME)
2014-2020», which allowed SMEs entering the external markets and improving
competitiveness.

Mr. Michał BONI, Member of the European Parliament, expressed hope for the
use of digital means, which is important for future safe transportation.He stressed the need to
introduce the 5th generation of mobile networks – 5G – in Ukraine and to start the
construction of infrastructure. He presentedcybersecurity as another important sphere, where
Ukraine should cooperate with the EU member states and be more involved in the process of
its creation.

Ms. Kateryna SOLIANNIK informed members of the meeting about the program for
the development of the fast rail border traffic with Poland and Hungary. It was also noted that
the State Agency of Motor Roads of Ukraine conducted tenders for the implementation of six
major projects in Lviv and Volyn regions, and that upon the initiative of the Ministry of
Infrastructure, the Logistics Committee was created to improve relations with the European
Union.

8. Consideration and approval of Joint Statement and Recommendations

The joint statement and recommendations were discussed and adopted.

9. Upcoming work of the EU-Ukraine Parliamentary Association Committee

The next meeting was scheduled for April 2018.

10. Any other business
None.

The meeting closed at 18.00.


